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Curt Stem, an lnfluentlal figure ln 
Americangenetics, died last Frida at a 
hospital in Sacramento, Calif., a fL r a 
long illness. He was 79 years old. +- 

Dr. Stern was -EM&c& 
for his work on the 
anisms of heredity and for his advocacy 
of taching the principles of hafnan 
genetiu in medical schools. .--y, 

someofhlsbasic4Jaltxibuualsto 

la, in the “fly mom” at. 
ver~ity with Thomas Hunt Morgan, the 
pioneer American geneticist, shortly 
after World War 1. . . :.a 

Dr. stem’s influence al the Qiiiang 
of genetics to American mail* stu- 
dentsbeganwithacoumeontheprincl- 
pies of human genetics at the &$&al 

khool of the University of Rochester, 
which he first taught in lS43. His book. 
“The principles of Human Genf#$s,” 
was published in 1919. 

EamedDoctorateaWgei~lrb 
He was born in Hamburg, G&&y, 

on Aug. 30,1902, and reckved a PI!;@. in 
zoologyattheUniversityofBe&ln 
1923, when he was anly 2X ysan C%@ He 
was then selected by the Kaiser Wiilm 
Institute to gqto Colmbia U&kpty 
on a fellowshlp. 

He went back to Qermany later ti r+ 
tuned to the Unlted States. in 1932’aad 
remalned,becamfngadtlzenhl~. 

Dr. Stem taught at the Unlv&%y of 
Rockster from 1933 to 1947 a&then 
moved to the University of Califomia at 
Berkeley, where he spent the ns;_Of his 
scientific career, reaching em&us 


